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STRAITS TIMES ASIANS OF THE YEAR

THE DISRUPTORS
ANTHONY TAN and TAN HOOI LING,
co-founders of Grab

Ravi Velloor
Seven people operating at the frontiers of technology’s interface with
business, collectively called “The
Disruptors”, are this year’s Straits
Times Asians of the Year.
Mr Nadiem Makarim of Go-Jek,
Mr Anthony Tan and Ms Tan Hooi
Ling of Grab, Mr Tan Min-Liang of
Razer, Mr Pony Ma of Tencent and

TAN MIN-LIANG, co-founder
and CEO of Razer Inc

Mr Sachin Bansal and Mr Binny
Bansal of Flipkart were chosen from
a crowded field by the editors of The
Straits Times for the annual award.
Breaking from tradition, editors
of the 171-year-old newspaper this
year chose to name a cluster of individuals, recognising that credit for
the changes sweeping the continent are too widespread to be
pinned to a single individual’s
breast. Accordingly, the names in-

NADIEM MAKARIM,
founder and CEO of Go-Jek

clude business leaders from Asia’s
big-population nations – China, India and Indonesia – as well as from
Malaysia and Singapore.
The award citation noted that
each, in his or her own way, had
“made the inevitable march of technology easier to understand and accept by millions of people concerned about their old ways of life
yielding to an unfamiliar new one”.
Selection committee chairman

BINNY BANSAL and SACHIN BANSAL,
co-founders of Flipkart

Warren Fernandez, who is the editor-in-chief of the English, Malay
and Tamil Media Group of Singapore
Press Holdings as well as ST editor,
notedthat 2016 hadbeen an especially surprising year politically. “These
surprises are driven by underlying
forces of major technological and
economic change brought about by
the disruption that is sweeping
across just about every sector of our
economies and societies. Exactly

PONY MA, founder, CEO
and executive director
of Tencent Holdings

how people, governments and businesses respond to these changes
will have major political and electoral implications in the years ahead.”
The Asian of the Year award recognises a person or people who
have contributed significantly to
improving lives at home or in the
wider region. The inaugural Asian
of the Year, in 2012, was then Myanmar President Thein Sein. The following year, the award was shared

by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of
Japan and President Xi Jinping of
China. In 2014, the award went to
India’s Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and, last year, it was awarded
posthumously to Mr Lee Kuan
Yew, Singapore’s founding father.

“a right to their place in the sun”.
Today, countries are flexing
their muscles and becoming increasingly assertive.
“Nobody can tell how relations between the big powers will develop,”
said Mr Lee. “If US-China relations
grow tense, Singapore is going to be
in a very difficult spot, because we
regard both the US and China as our
friends and do not want to have to
choose between them.”
Meanwhile, obstacles to trade are
increasing and Singapore’s exports
– a key pillar of its economy – are
not growing by very much either.
But Singapore has to accept the
world as it is, not as it wishes it to
be, said Mr Lee.
“We ourselves must remain open,
because if we close up like other
countries, our people will be finished,” he said.
Besides understanding the global
climate, Mr Lee spelt out two other
ways for the ruling party to prepare
for the next general election, which
must be held by April 2021.
First, the party must strive to improve the lives of Singaporeans.
He cited two ways of doing so: By

equipping Singaporeans with the
skills to take care of themselves
through schools and training programmes, and by strengthening social safety nets.
Second, the PAP must remain a
strong, national party that reaches
out to all segments of society and
represents them. It must also stay
focused on serving the people, and
provide strong leadership, he said.
“Politics is the same everywhere.
It is people, it is trust, it is knowing
you care for me,” he added.
“Unless we have this deep in our
DNA, we will not be able to hold our
position in Singapore.”
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Band of brothers

PM: Rising global discontent
will affect stability, security
It will be harder to prosper together, and
S’pore must keep watch over impact of trend
Charissa Yong
The growing mood of anxiety and
discontent and the ground gained
by extreme political parties in
many developed countries will impact not just the world economy,
but global security and stability,
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
said yesterday.
There will be major consequences for small, open countries such

as Singapore that have relied on
open trade and making friends,
and sought opportunities to cooperate, he said.
It will also be harder to prosper together in this new climate, where
countries are turning inward and becoming more protectionist, seeing
others’ gains as their loss, he added.
Mr Lee gave this reading of recent
trends in a speech to 2,500 People’s
Action Party (PAP) members at
their biennial party conference.

He called on members to understand what the trend means for Singapore and to help ensure the PAP
remains a party with strong support from all segments of society.
“The external world is changing...
in a very fundamental way not advantageous to us. We have to watch
this, we have to know how this is going to impact us over the next few
years,” he said.
Mr Lee, who is PAP secretary-general, noted that voters around the
world are unhappy that the benefits
of growth are not reaching them,
and feel threatened that immigrants
are competing for their jobs.
He cited the recent United States

election, the Brexit vote and the
rise of extreme parties in Europe as
examples of voters’ weariness of
trade and wariness of immigrants.
“This looks like the trend now. I
do not know how far it will go, but I
do not like the direction the trend is
going,” he said. “If more countries
turn this way, the world is going to
change, and change for the worse.”
Singapore prospered in the past
50 years by working hard, but it
was fortunate to have a favourable
external environment: A peaceful
Asia and an international order
where countries big and small cooperate and compete under rules that
are fair to all, giving small countries
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