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Call this a tuition nation – 97 out of 100 children in a Sunday Times poll
say they have tutors. So who are the most sought-after tutors in town?
We narrowed them down to five.

Celine Loi, 33
Maths tutor “sacks” students
who don’t work hard

Tong Yee, 34
GP tutor’s centre has
170 students on waiting list
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Phang Yu Hon, 41
Physics tutor earns about
$20,000 a month

Laura Oh, 26
Top students get to ride in
maths tutor’s sports car

Anthony Fok, 25
Economics and maths tutor
teaches 80 kids for no pay

Kurihara (Japan) – A magnitude 7.2 earth-
quake ripped across the mountains and rice
fields of northern Japan yesterday, killing at
least six people as it sheared off hillsides, jolt-
ed buildings and shook nuclear power plants.
At least eight people were missing.

Military helicopters flew into the quake
zone 400km north of Tokyo, ferrying in sup-
plies and flying the injured to hospitals.

Officials said at least 144 people were in-
jured, and that the landslides trapped 100
bathers at a hot spring resort.

At a nuclear power plant in Fukushima,
the jolt splashed 20 litres of radioactive water
from two pools storing spent fuel.

However, there was no leakage outside the
plant, said Trade and Industry Ministry offi-
cial Yoshinori Moriyama.

The quake, which was followed by some
153 aftershocks, buckled many roads.

One highway was severed when a stretch
of land collapsed, creating a cliff.

Electricity was cut to about 29,000 house-

holds, though service was mostly restored by
last night.

“I couldn’t do anything. I couldn’t move,”
said Ms Akiko Kikusawa, 82, who was among
about a dozen people being served hot soup
at an evacuation centre near Kurihara, one of
the worst-hit cities in northern Miyagi prefec-
ture.

“But I’m among the lucky ones,” she said.
“The other people here lost their homes.”

The meteorological agency issued a warn-
ing of a second quake four seconds after seis-

mic waves were first detected, as Japan experi-
mented with the world’s first earthquake
warning system.

A small window alerting residents opens
on public broadcaster NHK’s screen each
time the agency issues a warning. Yesterday,
it was flashed moments before residents of
the capital felt a tremor.

Japan, where 20 per cent of the world’s ma-
jor quakes take place, developed the system
largely to provide advance notice to nuclear
power plants, railways and other infrastruc-
ture that can automatically shut down. It was
launched in October last year.

AP, Reuters, AFP

Aftermath of Japan quake >>Page 20

Teo Cheng Wee

The attempted escape by two rob-
bery suspects from the Subordinate
Courts building last week should
not have happened, but it did be-
cause of human error and a lack of
adherence to procedures, said Sec-
ond Minister for Home Affairs K.
Shanmugam yesterday.

He said that having been briefed
on the security system, he personal-
ly felt that “the policies in place are
sound and the system is sound”.

But the system has to be fol-
lowed, he added.

Speaking to reporters at a grass-
roots event in Yishun, he said:
“You can have the best systems in

the world but if some of the people
don’t follow the procedures, then
these sorts of lapses will occur.

“Can you ever put your hand on
your heart and say that there will
never be any human error?

“I don’t think anyone anywhere
in the world, relating to a large
body of men and women, can say
that.

“But bear in mind as I say these
things, there are no ifs, there are no
buts. It was an error, it was a mis-
take. There’s no running away from
that. It should not have hap-
pened.”

The security lapses at the Subor-
dinate Courts’ detention facilities
in Havelock Road were exposed last
Wednesday when detainees
Jamaluddin Salam, 32, and Salman
Abu Samah, 28, escaped from the
lock-up area and tried to make a
run for it.

They were eventually stopped
by the police, but Jamaluddin had

managed to make it out of the Sub-
ordinate Courts building before be-
ing brought down 100m away.

The police revealed that two po-
licemen had breached procedure.

One had opened the cell door to
pass water to the suspects, who
pounced on and assaulted him.

When they proceeded to press
the buzzer to open the exit gate, an-
other policeman unlocked it with-
out first checking the closed-circuit
television monitor to see who was
behind it.

For their failed escape bid,
Jamaluddin faced four more charg-
es on Friday, while Salman had two
added to his name.

The Criminal Investigation De-
partment is investigating to see if
any officers had been negligent in
their duties.

Mr Shanmugam, who is also the
Law Minister, said the challenge
now is to try and “totally eliminate,
or substantially reduce” the proba-
bility of such lapses happening by
relooking at the system.

He pointed out that the Subordi-
nate Courts’ security system had un-
dergone a thorough review in
March and April and that changes
had been made.

But he cautioned that security
should not be made so tight that or-
dinary citizens cannot use the
courts as thousands of civilians go
there daily.

One possible solution in the
works: using video-conferencing to
convey and present pre-trial cases
to the Subordinate Courts.

This would ease the level of hu-
man traffic moving through the
courts and the resources needed to
manage them.

He added that the human traffic
flowing through the ageing Subor-
dinate Courts building is “well in
excess” of what it was designed for.

Furthermore, “some of the
courts are designed for security,
some of the courts are not”.

Asked if he was concerned if Sin-

gaporeans’ confidence was shaken
as the attempted escape happened
just four months after Jemaah Isla-
miah detainee Mas Selamat Kastari
escaped from the Whitley Road De-
tention Centre, he said: “It’s legiti-
mate for people to ask, ‘What is
happening?’

“At the same time, it’s certainly
my duty to point out: Look, let’s
look at this in context. We have a
police force that is the envy of
many police forces around the
world. We have possibly one of the
lowest crime rates in the world.

“Let’s just ask ourselves: Do we
feel safe, secure, to walk around the
city and feel that we can go wherev-
er we like without really being af-
fected by crime? The answer must
be a ‘yes’.”

chengwee@sph.com.sg
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Breakout bid from
lock-up due to human
error; challenge is to
rid system of lapses

Quake kills 6 in northern Japan

Security system sound, but it
must be followed: Shanmugam
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